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5th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

In light of the Prime Minister’s address to the nation last night I’m writing to you to clarify and 
outline the situation as it stands at Belle Vue. 

I would like publically to say thank you to my staff who were brave enough make a stand for 
common sense and seek to follow their Union advice.  As some parents pointed out many other 
schools were open and this set our approach apart.  Inevitably this lead to much angst and concern 
especially as at that point the government response was non-existent.  Since the announcement at 
8pm last night and at the time of writing this letter there has been a void of updated guidance and 
advice from the DfE.   

The guidance available at time of writing relating to Critical Workers makes our job decidedly 
complex.  Firstly, it is guidance and not statutory, this means that we can legitimately prioritise 
places based on our rationale.  Without prioritising places, we defeat the purpose of this lockdown.  
This may lead us to not being able to offer places for some children.  If this is the case, we will do 
everything we can to support you and will work with the local authority to find suitable provision.  
We understand that is not the answer that everyone will be happy with – please refrain from being 
rude to staff, it is uncalled for and won’t be tolerated – we are doing everything we can to make sure 
school is safe for staff and pupils. Just because you are able to go to work doesn’t necessarily entitle 
your child to a place. Our current thinking, based on the staffing we have at the moment and 
without further direction from DfE is as follows: 

• Retain class bubbles rather than group children together retaining a focus on teaching rather 
than child care 

• limit the class size allowing for social distancing of 2 metres  
• Prioritise, from the list provided by the DfE, critical care worker children with those in front 

line roles as top priority (at the schools discretion), alongside vulnerable children. 
• If requests for places increases to a point where the site is unsafe then we will have to 

limit the number of places available. 

Our online learning provision began today, with details on each class page of the school website to 
support you in aiding home learning.  We aim to have our critical worker provision in place for 
tomorrow.  The provision for these children will not be child care as before.  We aim to run with 
similar material for both online and in school learning.  With the focus on learning rather than just 
keeping the children busy.  Each class (apart from Reception and Nursery who use Tapestry) has 
their own google classroom, work will be set every day and monitored by staff.   
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These same staff will also be teaching children in school.  Work can be uploaded at any time but 
teachers won’t necessarily feedback immediately.  Teachers won’t be available after 4.00pm.  All 
google classrooms will be overseen by senior members of staff to ensure clarity and consistency of 
approach. 

Having children learning at home is difficult especially if you are juggling working from home.  It is 
very intense and often children get frustrated (as do the adults).  Please don’t treat home learning as 
a clone of what happens in school – children will complete their work faster than in class, as it is a 
very different situation.  Children will need breaks and time away from the screen.  There will be 
days where work will be impossible to complete because they are just not motivated.  The situation 
we find ourselves in is not normal and we need to remember that.  

Please bear with us as we continue to adapt to this changing situation. Remember we are here to 
help where we can.  Please also know that COVID is prevalent in our school community. We have 
spoken to several families who have members seriously ill.  If you are working from home then 
you need to have your children at home, so please do so.   

Please be vigilant for any further communications this week.  If anything significant changes we will 
contact you.  Please take care so we can look forward to finally being back together as part of our 
school community. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mr Joel Marshall   Mrs Emma Wilkes 
Headteacher         Chair of Governors 
 


